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Abstract

           Research studies on the Higa-unon, an ethno-linguistic group found in some provinces in Mindanao are few. There has been no study on the dances of the Higa-unon. This research documented in video tape and studied the dances of Higa-unon who live in sitio Kalamalamahan , Rogongon, Iligan City. Direct observations and interviews supplemented the video taping techniques used in this study. The dances were classified and interpreted according to explanations presented by the members of Higa-unon. The Higa-unon dances included in this study were classified as follows : 1. Binanug – Courtship dance; 2. Anahaw – Religious dance; 3. Talapak – Occupational dance; 4. Saqut – War dance ; 5. Kapangamuti – Occupational dance; 6. Dugsu – Lagudas – Religious dance ; 7. Sinayaw – Entertainment dance.


The Higa-unon dances reflect the simplicity of the Higa-unon way of life. Dancing to them is a means of appeasing the wrath of the gods, of showing their gratitude for good,  health and harvest. Dancing is done also in other tribal gatherings like wedding feasts. The Higa-unons are highly religious as the place relationship with their gods as the principal aspect of their life. Higa-unon dance to worship their gods to achieve  unity among neighboring Higa-unon found in the provinces of Mindanao. 
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